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PREFACE.

——

TrE following Biographies are selected from
the Encyclopedia Britannica. It was intended
to publish the contributions of Lord Macaulay
in a separate volume when the work was com-
pleted ; but as the lamented and unexpected
death of the noble author cuts off the possibility
of any further contributions, it has been con-
sidered advisable to publish them at once. It
is to be regretted that they have not been again
revised by the author as he intended, before
they appeared in a separate volume; but as
they were carefully corrected by him when
passing through the press for the Encyclopzdia,
there is ground for believing that they would
have required little alteration. When these
articles were written for the Encyclopadia
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NOTES

ON

LORD MACAULAY’S CONNECTION WITH
EDINBURGH.

—_——

I was first introduced to LorD MaoAULAY in the
summer of 1839, and had the honour of his unin-
terrupted friendship till his death. During his
connection with Edinburgh, I was his frequent
correspondent, and had an opportunity of learning
his views on many of the public events of the time ;"
his opinions are so just and instructive, and so elo-
quently expressed, that I am led to believe that
extracts from his letters, and from his speeches on
public measures, especially as affecting Scotland and
Edinburgh, will not be uninteresting.

‘When Mr. Abercromby, one of our representa-
tives, was called to the Upper House,gnd we had to
look out for a successor, our attention was drawn to
the eloquent advocate of parliamentary reform and
ardent friend of civil and religious liberty, T. B.
Macaulay ; and I was authorized by the Liberal































































































































































v NOTES ON LORD MACAULAY, ETC.

had a son, Thomas Babington (now Lord Macsulsy
of Rothley), the distinguished critic and historian
A sister of Zachary married Thomas Babington, Esq,,
an English gentleman. John M‘Aulay died minister
of Cardross in 1789.—Irving’s Dumbartonshire,
second edition.”

Lord Macaulay was born on the 25th October
1800, at Rothley Temple, Leicestershire, and died
on Wednesday, 28th December 1859, at his resi-
dence, Holly Lodge, Kensington.

A B
EpivsureH, FEBRUARY 1, 1860.
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OLIVER GOLDSMITH.
?

OL1vErR GoLDsMITH, one of the most pleasing English
writers of the eighteenth century. He was of a .
Protestant and Saxon family which had been long
settled in Ireland, and which had, like most other
Protestant and Saxon families, been, in troubled
times, harassed and put in fear by the native popu-
lation. His father, Charles Goldsmith, studied in
the reign of Queen Anne at the diocesan school of
Elphin, became attached to the daughter of the
schoolmaster, married her, took orders, and settled
at a place called Pallas in the county of Longford.
There he with difficulty supported his wife and
children on what he could earn, partly as a curate
and partly as a farmer.

At Pallas Oliver Goldsmith was born in November
1728. That spot was then, for all practical purposes,
almost as remote from the busy and splendid capital
in which his later years were passed, as any clearing
in Upper Canada or any sheep-walk in Australasia
now is, Even at this day those enthusiasts who








































































OLIVER GOLDSMITH. . 75

who died in 1773. The line seems to have been
drawn expressly for the purpose of excluding the
person whose portrait would have most fitly closed
the series. Goldsmith, however, has been fortunate
in his biographers. Within a few years his life has
been written by Mr. Prior, by Mr. Washington
Irving, and by Mr. Forster. The diligence of Mr.
Prior deserves great praise; the style of Mr. Wash-
ington Irving is always pleasing; but the highest
place must, in justice, be assigned to the eminently
interesting work of Mr. Forster.











































































































































































132 SAMUEL JOHNSON.

and at length endangered her health. Conscious
that her choice was one which Johnson could not
approve, she became desirous to escape from his
inspection. Her manner towards him changed.
She was'sometimes cold and sometimes petulant
She did not conceal her joy when he left Streatham;

she never pressed him to return; and, if he came
unbidden, she received him in a manner which con-
vinced him that he was no longer a welcome guest.
He took the very intelligible hints which she gave.
He read, for the last time, a chapter of the Greek
Testament in the library which had been formed by
Limself. In a solemn and tender prayer he com-
mended the house and its inmates to the Divine
protection, and, with emotions which choked his
voice and convulsed his powerful frame, left for ever
that ~beloved home for the gloomy and desolate
house behind Fleet Street, where the few and evil
days which still remained to him were to run out.
Here, in June 1783, he had a paralytic stroke, from
which, however, he recovered, and which does not
appear to have at all impaired his intellectual
faculties. But other maladies came thick upon
him. His asthma tormented him day and night.
Dropsical symptoms made their appearance. "While
sinking under a complication of diseases, he heard
that the woman whose friendship had been the chief
happiness of sixteen years of his life, had married an
Italian fiddler ; that all London was crying shame
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138 WILLIAM PITT.

the English supremacy in Bengal: Coote routed
Lally at Wandewash, and established the English
supremacy in the Carnatic. The nation, while loudly
applauding the successful warriors, considered them
all, on sea and on land, in Europe, in America, and
in Asia, merely as instruments which received their
direction from one superior mind. It was the great
William Pitt, the great commoner, who had van-
quished French marshals in Germany, and French
admirals on the Atlantic; who had conquered for
his country one great empire on the frozen shores of
Ontario, and another under the tropical sun near
the mouths of the Ganges. It wasnot in the nature
of things that popularity such as he at this time
enjoyed should be permanent. That popularity had
lost its gloss before his children were old enough to
understand that their father was a great man. He
was at length placed in situations in which neither
his talents for administration nor his talents for
debate appeared to the best advantage. The energy
and decision which had eminently fitted him for the
direction of war were not needed in time of peace.
The lofty and spirit-stirring eloquence, which had
made him supreme in the House of Commons, often
fell dead on the House of Lords. A cruel malady
racked his joints, and left his joints only to fall on
his nerves and on his brain. During the closing
years of his life, he was odious to the court, and yet
was not on cordial terms with the great body of the







140 WILLIAM PITT.

would be above the reach of any other creature of
his small age.” At fourteen the lad was in intellect
a man. Hayley, who met him at Lyme in the
summer of 1773, was astonished, delighted, and
somewhat overawed, by hearing wit and wisdom
from so young a mouth. The poet, indeed, was
afterwards sorry that his shyness had prevented him
from submitting the plan of an extensive literary
work, which he was then meditating, to the judgment
of this extraordinary boy. The boy, indeed, had
already written a tragedy, bad of course, but no
worse than the tragedies of his friend. This piece
is still preserved at Chevening, and is in some
respects highly curious. There is no love. Tiw
whole ‘plot is political ; and it is remarkable ths
the interest, such as it is, turns on a contest abouts
regency. On one side is a faithful servant of the
Crown, on the other an ambitious and unprineipled
conspirator. At length the king, who had bee
missing, re-appears, resumes his power, and rewards
the faithful defender of his rights. A reader who
should judge only by internal evidence would have
no hesitation in pronouncing that the play ws
written by some Pittite poetaster at the time of the
rejoicings for the recovery of George the Third in
1789.

The pleasure with which William’s parents
observed the rapid development of his intellectusl
powers was alloyed by apprehensions about his health



















146 WILLIAM PITT.

and had the effect of enriching his English vocabu-
lary, and of making him wonderfully expert in the
art of constructing correct English sentences. His
practice was to look over a page or two of a Greek
or Latin author, to make himself master of the
meaning, and then to read the passage straight for-
ward into his own language. This practice, begun
under his first teacher Wilson, was continued under
Pretyman. It is not strange that a young man of
great abilities, who had been exercised daily in this
way during ten years, should have acquired an
almost unrivalled power of putting his thoughts,
without premeditation, into words well selected and
well arranged.

Of all the remains of antiquity, the orations were
those on which he bestowed the most minute
examination. His favourite employment was to
compare harangues on opposite sides of the same
question, to analyse them, and to observe which of
the arguments of the first speaker were refuted by
the second, which were evaded, and which were left
untouched. Nor was it only in books that he at
this time studied the art of parliamentary fencing.
‘When he was at home, he had frequent opportuni-
ties of hearing important debates at 'Westminster;
and he heard them, not only with interest and
enjoyment, but with a close scientific attention
resembling that with which a diligent pupil af
Guy’s Hospital watches every turn of the hand of 8

























1564 WILLIAM PITT.

dates his connection with Pitt, a connection which
soon became a close intimacy, and which lasted till
it was dissolved by death.

About a fortnight later, Pitt spoke in the com-
mittee of supply on the army estimates. Symptoms
of dissension had begun to appear on the Treasury’
bench. Lord George Germaine, the Secretary of
State who was especially charged with the direction
of the war in America, had held language not easily
to be reconciled with declarations made by the First
Lord of the Treasury. Pitt noticed the discrepancy
with much force and keenness. ILord George and
Lord North began to whisper together ; and Welbore
Ellis, an ancient placeman who had been drawing
salary almost every quarter since the days of Henry
Pelham, bent down between them to put in a word.
Such interruptions sometimes discompose veteran
speakers. Pitt stopped, and looking at the group,
said, with admirable readiness, “ I shall wait till
Nestor has composed the dispute between Agamem- °
non and Achilles.”

After several defeats, or victories hardly to be
distinguished from defeats, the ministry resigned
The King, reluctantly and ungraciously, consented
to accept Rockingham as first minister. Fox and l
Shelburne became Secretaries of State. . Lord John 3
Cavendish, one of the most upright and honourable
of men, was made Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Thurlow, whose abilities and force of character had


























































































































































WILLIAM PITT. 205

exceeding the expenditure of the '‘American war, of
the Seven Years’ War, of the war of the Austrian
Succession, and of the war of the Spanish Succession
united, the English army, under Pitt, was the
laughing-stock of all Europe. It could not boast of
one single brilliant exploit. It had never shown
itself on the Continent but to be beaten; ehased,
forced to re-embark, or forced to capitulate. To
take some sugar island in the West Indies, to
scatter some mob of half naked Irish peasants, such
were the most splendid victories won by the British
troops under Pitt's auspices.
The English navy no mismanagement could ruin.
" But during a long period whatever mismanagement
could do was done. The Earl of Chatham, without
a single qualification for high public trust, was made,
by a fraternal partiality, First Lord of the Admiralty,
and was kept in that great post during two years of
a war in which the very existence of the state de-
pended on the efficiency of the fleet. He continued
to doze away and trifle away the time which ought
to have been devoted to the public service, till the
whole mercantile body, though generally disposed
to support the government, complained bitterly that
our flag gave no protection to our trade. Fortu-
nately he was succeeded by George Earl Spencer,
one of those chiefs of the Whig party who, in the
great schism caused by the French Revolution, had
followed Burke. Lord Spencer, though inferior to









208 ‘WILLIAM PITT.

assuredly no want of vigour. While he offered to
French Jacobinism a resistance so feeble that it only
encouraged the evil which he wished to suppress, he
put down English Jacobinism with a strong hand.
The Habeas Corpus Act was repeatedly suspended.
Public meetings were placed under severe restraints.
The government obtained from Parliament power to
send out of the country aliens who were suspected
of evil designs ; and that power was not suffered to
be idle. Writers who propounded doctrines adverse
to monarchy and aristocracy were proscribed and
punished without mercy. It was hardly safe for a
republican to avow his political creed over his beef-
steak and his bottle of port at a chop-house. The
old laws of Scotland against sedition, laws which
were considered by Englishmen as barbarous, and
which a succession of governments had suffered to
rust, were now furbished up and sharpened anew.
Men of cultivated minds and polished manners
were, for offences which at Westminster would have
been treated as mere misdemeanours, sent to herd
with felons at Botany Bay. Some reformers, whose
opinions were extravagant, and whose language was
intemperate, but who had never dreamed.of subvert-
ing the government by physical force, were indicted
for high treason, and were saved from the gallows
only by the righteous verdicts of juries. This seve-
rity was at the time loudly applauded by alarmists
whom fear Lad made cruel, but will be seen in a













212 WILLIAM PITT.

full use of his small faculties, and that a ministry
after his own heart was at length formed.

The materials out of which he had to construct a
government were neither solid nor splendid. To
that party, weak in numbers, but strong in every
kind of talent, which was hostile to the domestic
and foreign policy of his late advisers, he could not
have recourse. For that party, while it differed from
his late advisers on every point on which they had
been honoured with his approbation, cordially agreed
with them as to the single matter which had brought
on them his displeasure. All that was left to him
was to call up the rear ranks of the old ministry to
form the front rank of a new ministry. In an age
pre-eminently fruitful of parliamentary taledts, a
cabinet was formed containing hardly a single man
who, in parliamentary talents, could be considered
as even of the second rate. The most important
offices in the state were bestowed on decorous and
laborious mediocrity. Henry Addington was at the
head of the Treasury. He had been an early, indeed
a hereditary, friend of Pitt, and had by Pitt’s influ-
ence been placed, while still a young man, in the
chair of the House of Commons. He was univer-
sally admitted to have been the best speaker that
had sate in that chair since the retirement of Onslow.
But nature had not bestowed on him very vigorous
faculties; and the highly respectable situation which
he had long occupied with honour had rather unfitted




WILLIAM PITT. 213

than fitted him for the discharge of his new duties.
His business had been to bear himself evenly be-
tween contending factions. He had taken no part in
the war of words; and he had always been addressed
with marked deference by the great orators who
thundered against each other from his right and from
his left. It was not strange that when, for the first
time, he had to encounter keen and vigorous antago- -
nists, who dealt hard blows without the smallest
ceremony, he should have been awkward and
unready, or that the air of dignity and authority
which he had acquired in his former post, and of
which he had not divested himself, should have
made his helplessness laughable and pitiable.
Nevertheless, during many months, his power
seemed to stand firm. He was a favourite with
the King, whom he resembled in narrowness of mind,
and to whom he was more obsequious than Pitt had
ever been. The nation was put into high good
humour by a peace with France. The enthusiasm
with which the upper and middle classes had rushed
into the war had spent itself. Jacobinism was no
longer formidable. Everywhere there was a strong
reaction against what was called the atheistical and
anarchical philosophy of the eighteenth century.
Bonaparte, now First Consul, was busied in con-
structing out of the ruins of old institutions a new
ecclesiastical establishment and a new order of
knighthood. That nothing less than the dominion









216 WILLIAM PITT.

his elevation quite seriously, attributed it to his
own merit, and considered himself as one of the
great triumvirate of English statesmen, as worthy to
make a third with Pitt and Fox.

Such being the feelings of the late minister and
of the present minister, 'a rupture was inevitable;
and there was no want of persons bent on making
that rupture speedy and violent. Some of these
persons wounded Addington’s pride by representing
him as a lacquey, sent to keep a place on the
Treasury bench till his master should find it con-
venient to come. Others took every opportunity of
praising him at Pitt's expense. Pitt had waged a
long, a bloody, a costly, an unsuccessful war.
Addington had made peace. Pitt had suspended
the constitutional liberties of Englishmen. TUnder
Addington those liberties were again enjoyed. Pitt
had wasted the public resources. Addington was
carefully nursing them. It was sometimes but too
evident that these compliments were not unpleasing
to Addington. Pitt became cold and reserved
During many months he remained at a distance
from London. Meanwhile his most intimate friends,
in spite of his declarations that he made no com-
plaint, and that he had no wish for office, exerted
themselves to effect a change of ministry. His
favourite disciple, George Canning, young, ardent,
ambitious, with great powers and great virtues, but
with a temper too restless and a wit too satirical for






218 WILLIAM PITT.

Great. It is true that Addington might easily have
been a better war minister than Pitt, and could not
possibly have been a worse. But Pitt had cast a
spell on the public mind. The eloquence, the judg-
ment, the calm and disdainful firmness which he
had, during many years, displayed in Parliament,
deluded the world into the belief that he must be
eminently qualified to superintend every department
of politics; and they imagined, even after the miser- ‘
able failures of Dunkirk, of Quiberon, and of the
Helder, that he was the only statesman who could
cope with Bonaparte. This feeling was mnowhere
stronger than among Addington’s own colleagues.
The pressure put on him was so strong, that he
could not help yielding to it ; yet, even in yielding,
he showed how far he was from knowing his own
place. His first proposition was, that some insig-
nificant nobleman should be First Lord of the
Treasury and nominal head of the administration,
and that the real power should be divided between
Pitt and himself, who were to be secretaries of state. l
Pitt, as might have been expected, refused even to l
discuss such a scheme, and talked of it with bitter

mirth. “Which secretaryship was offered to you?”
his friend Wilberforce asked. “ Really,” said Pitt,
“I had not the curiosity to inquire.” Addington
was frightened into bidding higher. He offered to
resign the Treasury to Pitt, on condition that there
should be no extensive change in the government. ,




















































WILLIAM PITT. 236

th prudence and moderation the government of a
mwperous and tranquil country, but unequal to
tprising and terrible emergencies, and liable, in
th emergencies to err grievously, both on the side
weakness and on the side of violence.

THE END,

PRINTED BY R. AND R. CLARK, EDINBURGH.


















